
1 

Weimar Triangle Meeting of the Environment 

Ministers 

Warsaw, 15th July 2013 

 

During the meeting in Warsaw, on July 15
th

, the Ministers of Environment of the Federal 

Republic of Germany, the French Republic and the Republic of Poland exchanged views on 

international climate policy, with a view to the 19
th

 Conference of the Parties to the United 

Nations’ Framework Convention on Climate Change and 9th Conference of the Parties 

serving as the meeting of the Parties to Kyoto Protocol (COP19/CMP9) to be held in Warsaw 

from 11
th

 to 22
nd

 of November 2013. 

 

New global agreement in 2015 

The Ministers underlined that COP19/CMP9 in Warsaw should lay the foundation for an  

ambitious and inclusive agreement on climate to be reached under the French Presidency in 

2015, with the aim of keeping global average warming below 2°C. In this regard, ministers 

stressed that Warsaw COP should define a clear vision of the process towards the 2015 

Agreement, so the full negotiating text could be tabled in early 2015.  

With a view to the UN SG initiative of a Leaders' Summit for climate ambition in 

September 2014, the Warsaw COP should deliver clear political messages setting the scene 

for preparation of the top level political discussion during the Summit, on major issues for 

the 2015 agreement and for all parties to signal their ambition for the period after 2020 to 

allow time for clarification and comparison of proposals. 

The Ministers also emphasized that all Parties need to act together in order to tackle the 

challenges of climate change and that the new 2015 agreement should promote the global 

paradigm shift towards low-emission and climate-resilient development pathways, enabling 
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adaptation to climate change, helping in poverty eradication and providing growing planet's 

population with decent life standards.   

The Ministers noted, that the EU will continue to play a key role in international climate 

policy. Despite a constantly diminishing share of global emissions, currently of 

approximately 11%, the EU's leadership in closing the emission gap will have a direct 

influence on the success of the COP21/CMP11 in Paris. In this context the Ministers 

expressed their determination to push for a strong multilateral process where efforts of all 

countries are federated under the umbrella of the 2015 agreement.  

Meanwhile, the Ministers recognised the urgent need to identify and encourage all 

possible actions to further reduce GHG emissions and human induced impacts on climate, 

through domestic and international initiatives as well as through market and non-market 

mechanisms. Bridging the ambition gap will facilitate an ambitious work toward the future 

agreement.   

 

The Ministers underlined the necessity to make the process transparent, respecting 

sovereign rights of all Parties, and involving all actors from civil society, including business, 

environmental NGOs, representatives of municipalities and subnational authorities and 

others. The same should apply to the discussions on EU policy options towards 2015. 

 

Implementation of existing decisions. 

The Ministers recognised the importance of fully implementing previous decisions of the 

COPs/CMPs, including on climate finance, so as to deliver enhanced actions on the ground  

and as the fundamental precondition for trust building amongst the Parties and thus enabling 

expeditious negotiations of the new agreement.  

The Ministers also underlined the importance of the on-going 2013-2015 review and the 

expected Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change for the 

understanding of the adequacy of both mitigation and adaptation efforts by all. Responding to 



3 

the developing countries’ needs in the field of adaptation and sustainable development should 

be adequately addressed. 

In this context, the Ministers underlined the importance of continuing to conduct a 

transparent and inclusive process to ensure the legitimacy and durability as well as the 

ownership of the decisions taken by the Conferences of the Parties.  

The Ministers agreed that success in Paris in 2015 will only be possible if all Parties 

participating in the UNFCCC process as well as the observers see their voice properly heard 

and taken into consideration. The COP Presidencies in the years 2013 through 2015 will be 

playing crucially important roles in leading the countries towards the desired outcome. The 

Ministers shall jointly support all efforts aimed at building trust between the Parties in the 

process leading to concluding the agreement in 2015. With this in view, the Ministers 

welcomed the establishment of the Presidencies' trio of Poland, Peru and France, with 

Venezuela who committed themselves to develop a common political line around the 2015 

agreement from Warsaw to Paris. 

Climate Finance. 

The Ministers expressed their appreciation of the fact that predictable, efficient and 

effective financial mechanisms will be instrumental to building the necessary trust and hence 

emphasized the need for continued effective deployment of climate finance in order to 

facilitate tangible reductions of emissions as well as effective adaptation to the impacts of 

climate change. They recalled the actions that the three countries are taking to maintain and 

strengthen financial support for climate action. 

The Ministers stressed the key role that the Warsaw Ministerial Dialogue on Finance can 

play in providing reassurance that the commitment to mobilize 100 billion USD annually by 

2020 from different sources, including private and innovative sources, will be fulfilled and 

visibility on the pathway leading to that goal. Amongst the issues that the Dialogue could 

address figure the need for definitions of climate finance, actions to mobilize innovative 

public finance for climate action, and approaches to reduce risk and encourage the 

mobilization of private finance. The Dialogue would benefit from the active involvement of 
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multilateral, bilateral and national financial and development institutions as well as that of 

the private sector and could give clarity on how key topics can be taken forward in 2014. 

In this context the Ministers welcomed the selection of the Green Climate Fund (GCF) 

Executive Director and will support her activities aimed at prompt establishment of Fund’s 

readiness for operationalisation. They called on the Board of the Fund to live up to its 

responsibilities to produce a successful agreement on the business model framework (BMF) 

of the Fund before Warsaw which would open the door to mobilizing resources for the Fund 

so it could start financing adaptation and mitigation actions. 


